
Apprenticeships that change lives

Spark Chicago

About Spark: 
combats the epidemic of disengagement and dropping-‐out among 

low-‐income urban youth, with a unique apprenticeship model that 

brings 7th and 8th grade youth into professional workplaces. As 

students connect their school work to tangible career opportunities, 

they increase motivation and performance in school.  

 

this crisis by giving students an opportunity to explore their dream 

jobs at a variety of exciting workplaces, including CareerBuilder.

com, the Chicago Tribune, the Joffrey Ballet, and many more! This 

year, Spark Chicago will serve over 200 students at 6 schools.

What is a Spark Mentor? 
 

 A Spark Mentor is someone who is interested in changing the life 

of a student by mentoring through a one-‐on-‐one workplace-‐based 

apprenticeship.

 Over the course of an 8-‐week session, students meet with their 

Mentors once a week for two hours and work on a project for the 

culminating Career Day or Discovery Night ceremony that is held at 

the end of the session

 A Mentor does NOT have to have previous  

experience working with youth. That’s what Spark is here for! We 

provide training and support before and throughout the  

apprenticeship to help make it an engaging and rewarding  

experience for both the student and the Mentor. 

Volunteer to Mentor a Spark Student! 

www.sparkprogram.org 213.700.7998

2. Meeting with their student 1 day a week for 2 hours, after school but during the workday, over an 8-‐week period.

Get Involved 
We ask that our Mentors commit to:

We look forward to speaking with you. 
For further information: 

 Meha Davé 

  (312) 470-‐4300 

  mdave@sparkprogram.org

Spark connects volunteer professionals with middle school youth to “spark” their  

potential. It is the only program in the U.S. that addresses the dropout crisis by  

re-‐engaging students with hands-‐on apprenticeships in their “dream jobs.”

1. Attending an evening orientation the week before the apprenticeship begins.

3. Supporting their student during a culminating event at the student’s school, where students present some of the things they have learned.


